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relieving me of any further anxiety; T had now but three
thermometers left.
The road from T'ai-yuan led almost due south for nine
days7 journey down the valley of the Fen.ho to near its
mouth, and then to the great bend of the Yellow River in
front of T'ung-kuan.1 Our road led through a number'of
large towns and villages; the country was well cultivated,
the fields irrigated with the water of the Fen ho. A few
miles south of Ping-yao Hsien * (212 li from T'ai-yuan)
we passed under a beautiful memorial arch (p*ai-lou) made
of limestone, most delicately chiseled and polished; it is
one of the finest I have seen in China. Besides these
arches, one passes continually in this province "road
tablets " (tao-pei) erected to commemorate a mother's or
father's eightieth birthday, official preferment, a kind-
ness received, or what not. They are slabs of stone,
eight or ten feet long and about three broad, set in small
brick structures with ornamental tile roofing. In no
other province of China have 1 seen such numbers of
"road tablets." At one place, not far from Wen-hsi Hsien,
I counted twenty in a row.
At Liang-tfu, about eighty miles south of T'ai-yuan, 1
noticed a fine, stone bridge of eight arches spanning the
Fen ho. It is the only bridge over ibis river between T'ai-
yuan and its mouth, but is no longer serviceable, its western
extremity having been carried away by a freshet. Here we
had to stop for some little time to let a convoy of criminals
i A high, road leads from Tai-yuan       2 Riclithoi'en, op, <eit, p. 20, says of
north toTai-ChoUjTartfung^andK'uei-    this town that it is foremost among
hua Ch'eng, in Mongolia.   Another,     commercial centers in the plain of
hut not suitable for cart travel, goes    T'ai-yuan, that it commands the road
west to Fen-Chon, Yung-ning, and    to Ta-t'ung and Mongolia, and also an
thence across the Yellow Eiver into    important bridle-path to Bteai ching
Shen-hsi.   It is but little traveled.     Fu in Ho-nan.   I found it a lively,
The altitude of T'ai-yuan is approxi-    dirty place, with wonderfully na
mately 3240 feet.                                  streets, and well-stocked shops.